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Petitions, si^^d by very numerous and 
ivespectable bodies of the Inhabitants of 
tJn North of Ireland, both Protestants 
^tid Catholics, complaining that the pub- 
lic peace is kept in a state Of continual 
disturbanee, by the existence and con- 
duct of certain Orange Societies. The 
petitioners foim.no political party, but 
a^^y to the bouse as belonging to the 
prijnary relations of life, as husbands, fa- 
thers and brothers, entitled to the pro- 
tection of the state, and to have the pub- 
lic peace preserved by the impartial admi- 
nistration of the taws, against an associa- 
tion) which' renders the North of Ireland 
less, civilized, and less secure than the 
Sayannahs of the savage Americans. 
The petitioners state, and do so 
with perfect accuracy, that this associa- 
tion isiltegali, that is.in respect (i><%a;e/a/T 
tf Orangascn* viho are embodied by a se- 
cret oath : the act of the 50th of the 
Ktngi c. 10^, renderiiigaU associaftions in 
Ireland illegal,, which ^re Organized by a 
secret oath. They say that the House of 
Commons having declared the existence 
of the Orange Societies in Engflaad illegal, 
aiid that it was the duty of the execati<re 
Ok>«erjiment t« repress them by enforce- 
ing the. law, they have an equal right to 
tlxB same declaration against the aatne as- 
•eciation iii Ireland, and the same enforce- 
ment of the law bv the Irish executive Oo- 
veiiiinenl. 



Ar present it is not my intention to say 
any thing that shall provoke any debate, 
or to found any motion on these pMi- 
tioos. The' subject ef the existence of this 
illegal association is now brought fully 
before the house; and it is obligatory on 
the eiecwire Government of Ireland to 
carry into effect the declared sentiments 
of the house on the nature of this asso- 
ciation, though not directly applied to 
Ireland. If, however, the Oovernment of 
Ireland should not interpose and fairly ad- 
minister the law; and if the same system 
of outrage and disturbance should dis- 
grace the North of Ireland, as prevailed 
there last July, I shall certainly bring for- 
ward a motion early in the next session of 
parliament, of censure of the executive 
gfovemment. Part of the prayer of the 
petitioners is to have all illegal associa- 
tions suppressed; We have just now 
heard the Government haye suppressed the 
Catholic Board, as being in their opinion 
an illegal association. Their conduct, on 
this subject, therefore becomes peculiarly 
deserving of being closely watched; for 
if they shall confine their Exertions to 
this tingle attempt to preserve peace in 
Iretimd, and suffer the Orange Associa- 
tions to exist in direct violation of an 
unqoestionaUe enactment of the law, 
their conduct will be in every respect 
unjust and partial. 
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TXTE feel much pleasure in, ob? 

'^» ^iviug ilie rapid progress of 

ttv9 Acatletnical Institution lately 

ary last, nine petitionSy including S485 
filatures were mentioned. A 
tenth was fqrwarded from the pa- 
risiies of Moira, Magheralin and 
Sego. 743 
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Another petititiom from Rostrevor, 
Rathfriland and Moume, containing 583 
sigaatnres hat been since forwarded in 
hopes, that on being presented, a farther 
disiiuBtioH may take' place. 

• Sir Henry Parnell is under a mistake. 
Scciet oatbt axe not confined to Orange- 



commenced in the to«vn of Belfast. 
The schoob were opened on the 
first of February last ; and at the 
Common-Halt held On the twenty- 
first of May, tSl*, there was an at- 
tendance of abo7e two hundred and 
fifty pupils in this rising seminary ;* 
— — ■■ « ■ ' -^. — 

men of one class. All, of every rank, 
and even they of the lowest grade, are 
bound by a secret oath. The secrecy of 
the oath necessarily implies the great dif- 
ficulty in proving the adminisiration of it 
as none are present at the taking of it ex- 
cept sivorn hritthir', 

• Common Hall of the Academical 
Institution, held on the SlstMay, 1814. 
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vThere we trust that seeds thus plen- 
tifuUy sown, in a soil rich and vvuU 
prepareii, will yield, in due season, 
uinkn- the blessing of Providente, 
and will) a vi-^ilaiU nianatruinent, 
such 11 tjoodly harvest, as will prove 
most honourable to the town, and 



Extract from a Report of the Weekly 
Visiting Committee. 

" We were struck with the regular 
entrance of 250 boys into the hall, well 
preiiared in all respects for their recep- 
tion, and the accommodation of auditors 
and spectators. When silence was pro- 
claimed, the pupils paid great attention 
to the reading of our commission from 
the boards, and to the delivery of a 
sliort appropriate charge. _ A theme, or 
OKUion, of his own composition, the sub- 
ject from one of the odes of Horace, was 
read by one of Mr. O'Beirne's pupils, and 
a part of a translation of Cicero's ora- 
tion against Verres, by one of Mr. 
Knowles' scholars. These discourses were 
delivered distinctly and decently, so as to 
cnavince us the lads had talents for pub- 
lic speaking. From the mathematical class 
a very accurate figure and demonstration 
of a problem in Euclid was produced. 
Some elegant specimens of calculations, 
and statements of accounts, were pro- 
duced by young arithmeticians, and some 
very elegant specimens of writing. Each 
question and solution was returned to 
the bey who had produced it, with a 
short address. The meeting was then dis- 
missed by an exhortation from the classic- 
al master, in which he pointed out the 
duties the boys owed to the proprietors, 
and members of the board, who had 
spent so much time and money for their 
benefit. He praised them for their past 
diligence and good conduct, and described 
the duties which they owed to their mas- 
ters, their parents, their country, and to 
providence. He described the advantag- 
es and honourB which would result from 
their diligence and perseverance, and the 
mortifying shame which would be the 
consequences of the neglect of such ex- 
cellent opportunities. 

" i255 boys, attended at this Common 
Hall ; viz. 

" Classical Sclwnl,\miitr'Kev. A. Q'Beirne, 
SO boj's, including 31 boarders. 

« Ensllih Schid,\xnin Mr. Jas. Kiiowlea, 
aao boys. 



in various ways, mast profitable lo 
the whole country. 

Patriotism ought, no doubt, to 
bfgii), where, atler all its e.scur- 
K'OMS, it is destined to end — at 
home; and ihey mav he said to tfa- 
liiy their love oC couuiry best, who 
having improved to the utmost llieir 
own intellectnal and moral .power-;, 
as well as those of their o;}- 
spring, thus add to the stock o? tiie 
public wealth, and au;j,!nent the cc- 
piial of nitionul cli;\r:icter. We 
have not yet, indeed, elsssed an)oii^ 
arts and scieticts, ilie art of getting 
rich ; yet this onyht by no lueaii!! 
to incline us, in the Ita^t dej^ree, 
to disparaj^e or tlepreciale its vnlue, 
either in a personal or public pcjiot; 
of view, or to under r.Hle the t>:er- 
ci.i-e of those powers, boti) hiteuec- 
tual and moral, which have been re- 
quired in order lo ras^^e a town like 
that of Belfast to a state of opulence 
and high comnieroiai consideration. 

The mercantile fharactKr, itUe all 
other professional cliii'.acte--, cm at- 
tain to such a dcfiree of d;jvinciion 
only by the principles and i!at>llLjal 
practice of honesty and honour ; 
and the progressive prosperity of 
the place becouies, therefore, not 
only the just reward, but a ceriaiu 
indication of very considcraljle ta- 
lents in its inhabitants, n-it raeieiy 
of industry and perseverance, Out or 
a stioiisi and shrewd intellect, cir- 
cumspect in Its views, y'l.t always 
advanciiisf, sa;;actou3 in the :^earc;l 
of niean<, and niakmu' u»e < t ns 
knowledge both of iiie:i and ih ns-<, 
to ai comphsh its en i, and at icigih 
to realize speculation in loi'iy house 
or solid land. 



" MaihemjtkU Sc/jm/, under Mr. i^- 
Thomson, HO boys. 

" IVntia^ Sdml, imder Mr. T. Speiiec,. 
155 boys. 

" Frcr.ch SchM, Mr. Lancellcs, CO 



boys. 



« M^lt 21, li>l*-' 
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But meoey, in its<'lf, (■■xctpt to 
the insanity of av^ji^t.) is oof an 
erfd, but mtsrety a means to the end 
of some fjjlnre enjoyment ; and al- 
though we have declared ourselves 
very far ftoin depreciating the art 
of a;et(ing money (or science if you 
will, but luA "the 'noblest of the se- 
ven") yet it were to be wished, that 
our fellow- country men were, in ge- 
nera), better instructed in the art 
of spending it; the tasie, the iq- 
lent displayed in making such spieii< 
did use of it, as will decorate the 
iodividual,. and at the same time 
promote the best interests of the 
';Q<^muRity. for nothing, we be- 
ligye, js ^ore bertain, than the ut- 
ter inadequacy. ^he lamentable dis- 
appointment, the hiingry and insup- 
portable vacuity which is often felt, 
yih^ the pursuit of wealth ceases; 
a{)<) ijve enjoy ipejit, of it ought to be- 
glQ i mii tjiisiiii 9 great degree, a- 
rising froro thp jiegfei;!; of hasiiig. 
at an^arly period, Cultivateti some 
of thfose arts, ftr sciences,' or branph- 
esof literature, so various and mul- 
tiplied , as if he,ld ont by the h^nd of 
bountiful, nature, to suit the choice 
of every disposition, and the 
various tendencies u{ natural tit- 
lent. 

We ojay, indeed, force natiire to 
wear an uniforta, in civil, as in niili- 
tsuy life ;' but,! if we follow nature, 
we should be anxious to encourage 
ail her rich variety ; and in a tow)i 
containing bstwepit twehty and 
thirty thousand inhabitants, how 
roach genius, and talent, and. taste, 
inust be compelled, to serve as the 
conscripts of tracje, when qualiBed 
for higher destinsition ; how many 
inventions, Moii improvemetits, and 
literary capacities, may lie, like tb£ 
pure and vital air in the black, and 
tDprumising manganese, uhless'tbere 
Iiappeii to be a skill, a judgment, 
and a public spirit, to;^raw it forth, 
as it were, by its proper elective at> 



tractions. An Academical Insti- 
tution m that extent whicU we con- 
template in the warmth of specu- 
lation, will become the test and tri- 
er of talent, a measure of mental 
capacity ; and as we have barome- 
tea's and calorimeters, and eudio- 
meters, &c, so this Institute may 
be denominated a irephometcr, to 
designate the povvers and c.apabilir. 
ties of youth • for liberal study ot 
jprofessiuh£il v6$;atiQn, 

. We have supposed, indeed, that 
the Academic Institaiibn wiU been> 
larged to its proper extent ; meaning 
not r(]'erely a local ad irantage gained 
by addi'iional schools, but as compre- 
hehdnig at number of Pr/)fessdrskips, 
fur in tte vievvi of fiill etiect, the 
artsAraud .sciences ought alway'S to 
go abreast. Such ought to be the 
happy constitution of this literary 
e'stabiishmeiit, that the advances of 
every pari; should conspire to the 
pnjg.refe ai tli« whole. In the mar 
cbiflery of mind, iis in mechanical 
combination, it is the cijinpositioo 
of forces which gives 'perfection to 
the plan, aiid accelerates its execu- 
tion: it is the association of a num* 
ber Qf men conversant in ditlerent 
departments -of human knowledge, 
scientitlc, moral, historical, political, 
classical,' mathematical, chemical, 
agi'jcuitural, which is rec^uisite to 
couimunicate ' to. knovrle^ge ilie 
whole .of its pou/'cc, the wbole'Oii m 
virtue. Tfats it is which- canities a 
happy marriage (accordin|; to Ba- 
con's phrase) between the mind of 
rnan and the nature of things, and 
which rend^rsa liberal ami extensive 
system of education a prime part of 
the most productive /lo^tizca^ economy. 
For the faculty of reason, improved in 
such a vai'iety of ways, *t'ili not faii 
to communicate a general inpulse, 
a literary impetus to the public 
mind, fr(>m the constant action and 
rotation of these luminous centres 
of inteHigeqce ; and tixa people a( 
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large must become^ in the result, 
t)etter able to comprehend their 
true interests, less the dupes of all 
kliiiis of bigotry and deception. 
Thu<i in giving man a mastery over 
the elements, he ai length acquires 
Hrbeiter and nobler masterdom over 
himself. Knowledge becomes vir- 
tue, as well as power, and while to 
his strong bidding the liberal phi- 
losopher " tasks Ariel and all his 
quality,'' he binds down to his cell 
or his cavern, the Caliban of civil 
and religious intolerance. 

VVe conceive, then, that there is 
a peiiod when wealth produces lux- 
ury, the wish and want of spending; 
aud that Belfast has, by industry 
atid ability, arrived at this precise 
period ot prosperity and opulence, 
when such eitpeaditure will be apt 
to take a seliish and sensual direc- 
tion, unless it portion qf the riches 
thus actjuired, be dedicated to the 
cuitivaiioix of literature^ and the eii- 
couragenient of the arts and scienc- 
es. Luxury, produced by an over- 
flaw of>wealib, vvithout the provi- 
dential corrective of Ijterary and 
scientific pursuits, which som,e^imes 
spring up and shuoi forth in conse<- 
quetice of this very wealth, would 
oiherwise be apt to stagnate in the 
possession, or corrupt iu the use ] 
and ii^titutions like our^, even iri- 
tiousiderable when compared to 
other coljegiate establishments, may 
perhaps be compared to that species 
of •'' conferva foHlinalis," or vvuer 
moss, which, by the action of li^ht, 
depurates the air, and disengages a 
purer eleoiCnt, sweetening the stagr 
tiantpool, axid checking the incipi- 
ent putrefaction. 

On the whole, we deprecate the 
idea that Belfast, in its present slate 
of opulence and means of enjoy- 
hnent, should depend entirely oa 
the single tap rioot of itrade. W« 
thit%k that ittia soil «o riohly ma>- 
tiuied, in a gljsbe so stined and tli- 



divided, the seed, of Farious kinds, 
should be widely scaittered j aad V9 
ask, with Bishop Berkeley, " «b«^ 
ther even those parts of academi- 
cal learning which are quit^. (og* 
gotten, may not have imptoved »nd 
enricb«d the sqII, like those v«ge> 
tables which »re raised, not fot 
themselves, but plonghed ia for tb* 
dressing of land i'^ 

Some, indeed, miy suppose th^ 
science and the liberal artsiar« «xa(> 
tics in this climate, which will jtat 
repay the cost and c!>re of culMvs* 
tion ; yet, like ot^r «x<^tC8, •tijD» 
and attention will lenable th^m 't« 
thrive, even in tjie open <air, 4j? 
though it may npt,atiir/it se«m ceo- 
g^nial ; and in tfje prtsaeitt insts^itc*, 
it certainly m*et \i» deeriMsd ^k» 
ti^mely fortunate, thait, ^long witb 
masters of apprpv^ jibilities, Ula 
institution should J^ay^ ixtade choie* 
of a Professor sq weii (qualified to 
maJie scieme attractive, and to spo<i 
pplariee philosophy; aot m«wi]r 
by his po^sessioq of mueb ^ntSv- 
liidge, but by the more, rare facility, 
or we may call it felijoity, of imparl 
ing it. The Institute has certainly- 
had good fortone in thus meeting witl| 
a gentleman possessed of soch M* 
lity and assiduity, such energy o# 
mind aqd body, as are fully- eqita^ 
tu give three di^erent coufse*: of 
lectures in physioal science, {oiie OB 
natural philosophy, a second on cbe* 
mistry, «rnd a third for tb« idstruotioa 
of operative artisans in the prineU 
pies of the chemical arts and ma- 
nufactures,f ) pr<jv4ded, for this 

* There is one subject Inciientii^ n*^"* 
tioned in the outlines of t'he miclialiic, 
or popular course, whidh we thftikwomM 
furnish matter for half a dozeb tectatet, 
to the great advantage of (hose engaged 
in our principal mauufact^rf. We oiean, 
not merely a succinct, but a very circjuo- 
stantial and detailed accoiint of the ^e- 
Eiistry of' WnwA/a^.'in it* history- ftoffll 
Heme to Hijfgiai; it* variout prdieit- 
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purpose, with a complete pliilosoph- 
ical apparaius, (a loan fruvn the An- 
dersoiiian Inslitution, and partly Dr. 
Ure's privaiB property,) such as se- 
cures the success of all his experi- 
ments, and conveys instruction more 
impressively and pleasiogl}', if not 
more convincingly, by the eye than 
by the ear. 

The numerous and eager attend- 
ance on these lectures l>y all ranks 
of society, from the Marchioness to 
the mechanic, indicates, at least, 
a general disposition to the encour- 
agement of scientific pursuits, and 
a wish, and want of the means of 
elegant enjoyment. Yet the les- 
sous of sound and solid philosophy 
are designed to be a gevere st'udj/, 
xi.ot.from the first, a casual entertain- 
ment ; the sciences have no sudden 
scholars; and the Professor, there- 
fore, only prepares the public for 
the formation of a school, not mere- 
ly of popular science, but where 
p-rofessed students are to assemble, 
ready to court philosophy <' in her 
most abstract and uninviting form," 
and whose ininds are previously fur- 
nished with that mathematical know- 
ledge which not only habituates the 
mental powers to correct investiga- 
tion, but is, in itself, a master key 
to unlock the mysteries of nature. 
To reason flora experience, and to 
experiment with reasoning, ought 
to be the grand aini of the philoso^ 
pjiical instructor, who, like Dr. Ure, 
unites practical skill to theoretical 



«s, its modern improvemeuts, the means 
Btill wanting to secure tlie strength of 
the fabric, as well as to ' accelerate the 
purpose of the manufacture ; and in 
ihort, to instruct the gentlemen of the 
linen trade, the foremen-bleachers, &c. 
in the most approved practice, as well as 
the philosophical principles of this im- 
portant art, which has been of late ta- 
ken almost entirely out of the hands of 
suture. 



knowledge, and whose disciples will 
not, we trust, rest satisfied' wiih a 
transient sip of the sweets of sci- 
ence, or the graiificaiioii of a va^nie 
and vain cuiiosity. 

Thi:re is Lj.jod ground for believ. 
ing that tiie Syand of Ulster u-ill 
take measures for eudovvin;^ a lectur- 
er on Divinity, Uebiew, and Eccle- 
siastical Mistiiry; in whic'i casc', 
it is understdod that tin; niniuij^ers 
of the Institution will i.nuu-duie- 
ly establish a chair of Moral Pui- 
losophy. Logic, and Mi-iapliysics ; 
as being tlv.it (l(.,|)art>ineiit of 
knowledge which was deemed, by 
the late deputation from Synod, most 
intimately connected wilh the course 
of studies essential to the educatiou 
of a christian minisier. A (.ijurse 
of lectures on the Belles Lettres, 
or Polite Literature, iiicl'iding Rhe- 
toric, Oratory, Composition, the 
philosophy of" language, and in p.ii- 
ticular, the history, progress, and 
perfection of the Etiirlish language, 
would, ill our apprehension, be 
highly -advantageous in establishing 
the celebrity of the Academic In- 
stitution. These chairs, along with 
a professorship of Natural Ilisiovy, 
the Chemistry of Agriculture, Koih- 
ny, at\d the immediate establish- 
ment of a Botanic garden,* for the 
recreation as well as instruction of 
the pupils, would in a great degree 
accomplish the designs of those who 
most anxiously wish to see Belfast 
become to Ireland what fair Fk'- 
rence wa.s to Italy, — a seal of sci- 
ence and the elegant arts, under the 
patronage of commercial libetaliiy, 
and the protection of legislature, 
considering, as it ought to do, the 
perfecting of national education 



* " Inter silvas acadcmi quxrere ve- 
rum ;" but, for this purpose it is time 
they should be planted. " Nos arriere ne» 
V8UX UDs devront cet ombrage." 
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cal eodiKimv.* 

The iit-finitive treaty of peace 
was concluded on the SOtli May be- 
tween the allied powers and the 
kinj of France, by which France 
not'only preserves the integrity of 
its limits as in 1792, but obtains ai>. 
aun-mentation of territorial frontier, 
and recovers all her colonies, fisher- 
ies, factories, and establishments, 
ivith the exception of Tobago, St. 
Lucia, and liielsle of France, even 
reaaining Guadaloupe from Sweden. 
Thus on the whole result of these 
20 years war, if it has turned out 
that" the French nation, under the 
pres'iure of circumstances, have sold 
their emperor, as by some lias been 
strongly suspected, they have sold 
him upon excellent terms, and to 
such advantage, that the individual 
himself vviio is made the sacrifice, 
ought to be content with the bar- 
gain, if he be really the patriot he 
has ahvavs professed himself. He 
should even be happy that he has, 
in this manner, purchased for 
France, the very objects of his de- 



* Examinations, previous to the sum- 
mer vacation of four weeks, took place 
at the Institution on the 20th Inst, in 
which the puptU of the di.*rrent schools 
ciliihited their proficiency before a large 
assemblage of professional and other gen- 
demeii, to their very great satisfaction; 
taking, at the same time, into considera- 
tion, the Tei'y short period which has e- 
lapsed since the opening of the establish- 
ment, on the first of February, 1814. fSei 
th iitd of the Rdrosjitct.) 

The following is a list of the pupils 
who received silver medals, with appro- 
priate device and inscription, given by 
the managers of the Institution to those 
entitled to these rewards of merit, by lit- 
erarv proficiency, atw^ with exemplary 
behaviour. Jolui Kldley, Gorman Grejj^, 
Joliu D. Hull, Edmund Proctor, John 
Moore, William James M'Clean, Fran- 
cis M'Clean, jun, James Lvne, George 
Benn, Williata Ureunau. 



clared policy, viz. increase of terri- 
tory, " ships, colonies, and com- 
merce ," 

And truly when we read of the 
cross of St. Louis being granted to 
" our cousins" (which is the cozen- 
ed, and which the cozener?) Mar- 
shals Massena, Moncey, .fourdan, 
Augereau, Soult, Brune, Ney, and 
all the rest of Bonaparte's "enerals 
thus richly compensated, we are 
half inclined to think that this treatv 
is only the developemeni of a secret 
Compromise, wherein the "rand 
Condition was, '• Get rid of this 
emperor of yours, and you shall re- 
tain your honours and dignities, 
your country shall be re-instaiL-d in 
her place, in her power, in her co- 
lonial possessions, only abandon and 
desert this impracticable man whosa 
ambition we find utterly inconsistent 
with our present safety, and the 
peace of the world''' — and so it wa» 
done. 

The schemes of Napoleon were, 
no doubt, projected on an irnmense 
.scale, but he had not calcuhiteil on 
the instabiiitj' of the instruments he 
employed. His life has been the 
.subject of grand historical pictures, 
from the time when he was seated 
in the central chamber of the i;reat 
pyramid of Cheops, on a block of 
primiiieneal granite, surrounded bv 
Mul'cis, Imaus, Mullans, a;id Der- 
vises, until that day when SAilin;,' 
by the Alps, " he leaned for half 
an hour," suys Captain Usher, " up- 
on rav arm, earnestly looking at 
them," and probably contrasting 
their sublime and serene .stability, 
with the chances and changes of 
human alKiirs. Bonaparte certainly 
may be said to have for a i\m^ lock- 
ed the vvheels of the French revo- 
lution, bill by some it is supjiosed 
that it will once more beset agoing, 
when no longer under the pressure 
of his plenary power, and his per- 
sonal popularity, or in fact, the 
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iiJilitary discipline he had established 
throtigh his empire. 

Anew constiiutioxial charter has 
nftV* been submiited by the French 
Ittbrfarch lately restored, for the ap- 
^obation of the senate and legif'> 
lalive body, but it is to be doubted 
whtevher it be arbitrary enough, or 
popular enough ro' suit the French 
nation. " Djvine Providence in re. 
calling u» to our states after along 
absence, tas imposed upon os great 
duties. We have considered, that 
although in France the anthoriiy 
festi altogether in the person of the 
king, our predecessors have not be- 
ntated to modify' the exercise of it, 
jfc«;ordlng to the circumstances of 
the times: one of these circum- 
stances is the progress of lights al- 
ways increasing, the direction which 
the minds of men have taken, and 
the important alterations which have 
resOked." Now, in these expres- 
sions of the king of France, we can- 
not help perceiving a struggle and 
contest between the antiquated dog- 
mas of divine right, uncontroulable 
by any subordinate authority in 
social institution, and a compulsory 
tjoncession to the circumstances of 
the times, and the rights of the com- 
munity. For kmgs who appeal to 
Divine P/tovidence ontj/. as the 
source of their aothority, in reality 
vfrtsh to be nothing m'ore nor less, 
than goits upon earth. The prin- 
ciples of the old regime, and the 
duties of the monarch are striving 
for mastery, and we see a sort of 
civil war in the mind of the sover- 
eign, inauspicious to the settlement 
of the state. 

" The king proposes the law." 
This appears to be an evident return 
to the principles and practice of the 
old nftjiiarchy, when the parliament 
bad little more to do than to regis- 
ter the decrees of the sovereign. 
While he initiates «very measure 
the Senate i» totieliberatetn jocrft, a 



source of dangerous cocjropfion ij 
opened \ and a basis of represent, 
ation is laid, which must, from its 
Very outset, become subject to the 
influence of the crown. We see 
'that influence made to pervade the 
whole organization of this new con- 
stitution, although in concession " to 
the light of the times" it, in thei 
letter, recognizes great and good 
principles ; equal political rights to 
the professors of all Christian forms 
of vVorsbip, freedom of person, trial 
by jury, and liberty of the press. 
At an entertainment 'give-h by a 
party of British at Paris to Count 
Platow, Heiman of the (i)ssacs; the 
Coutit said, in the course of the davi 
that the first ditty of those who ap- 
proached princes was to tell them 
the truth ; that he had always done 
so to the emperor, and always 
Would, whether it agreed with his 
stomach or not. He talked of the 
liberties and rights of men as a 
sacred trust in the hands of their 
sovereign, and seemed not at all to 
subscribe to the doctrines of non re- 
sistance. We wish that the Hetmati 
would, on his retcrn to Pm-is, de- 
mand an audience of the king of 
France, and, at the risk of turning 
his 6toU)acb, give him some lessons 
on the spirit of the Cossac consti> 
tution. The influence of tbecrowii! 
seems to pervade the whole of the 
new French coflstilution even to 
the appointment of presidents of tiie 
electoral colleges, and the o+<l and 
n*w nobility are amalgamated into 
an aristocracy of princes, peeis^ 
officers, and clergy, that Witi bear 
heavily on the liberties and proper- 
ties of the people. 

it is, we think, chiefly owing tof 
present circitmsiances, that the 
ebullition of this volatile people is 
kept doWn, and parttcnlarVy by the 
snperincombent pressure of the 
allied armies. How«ver much it 
may be witsbed, it can scarcely be 
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believed that the pnpulir inclinaiiba 
of France should at oiice turn fVttrti 
ntilJtary Habit, and aecnpationi, to 
the cultivaiidrt of ihd arts <Jf peAoe, 
ftnd the cfniet faijoi" of agriculture 
or maiiafacture. If ihey be nOt 
employed abroad, tile testiest, airtd 
mercurial dispo^itida of this people 
will rrlalie news at honje, dad ttlerg- 
fore we are inelined to repeaft that 
the French revdliition la again in 
motiOfi, and that it is oitly Siichf pel* 
sonal auihority as was eJtcrtSd by 
Napoleon, or tbe preseilce <Jf cod- 
quering armies which will fJe abltf 
to secure irttfertial peaiie fof any 
length of lirne, Ih the (didst of this 
fickle, andj at thri «ame titn*;, t'e- 
rociouf^ natiorl ; a nation, tffiich, 
after striJggliiig ab(j«e iv^einty year!* 
(ot liberty, acquiesces art lerigt'h in 
a regulation lor the ctyntiuuai^e' Of 
the slave trade; atJd •& rftneWar df 
the worst of wars, iii con^^qti^iiceV 
apoin the toast of . Africa. 

A Sort of coinprorifjise' liSS iadeed 
taken p'ktee beiW<^eA this to'uniry 
Snd France j tbe J'reiieh gOvdrn- 
tneiit ptonfiising to abolish th<; slate- 
trade in tbe course of live yfe'arsV a' 
«tipiulalion *hicb ptob'alrty Will Wave 
Jittle eftfect, when tbe lijercantife 
part of the community shall find 'a" 
strong' and nianifest ilfteresi in ad- 
tterinj; to this abhorred syslenrt. In 
the mean tun*:, the accursed tratfc, 
Sufpeiidfd for a' season by tbe' ju'siice 
cf Britain> will be reoewed wiih 
tea fold 'horr£>r, while the O^jpo'rttiili 
ity for such a trade, as it is cStlfed, 
but really such a calattoitoo* mis- 
chief, cofitinucs to ex»st. This ar- 
ticle in a treaty of general f^dce, 
for a renewal of toai' agaihsil our fel- 
tow-creaiures is a iautemabfe proof 
how little progress the genuine priti- 
e'lples of justice and liberty, ftave 
made in the minds of »hose who 
have overturned the JBastile*— ^wiib 



• THIE GOOD OrtO TIMES. 

Tis past — war drops his crimson lan«ey 
The Bourbons mount the throne, 
SELFAST UAC. HO. LXXl- 



ttie exception of this' san*tJinaty 
spot, eijualiy, or nearly eijuafly d:S- 
gt-acefu! to b'dth parties concerned, 
biit which, We trust, will not prove 
wholly indelible : we applatfd in our 
httmble judgilieut the ireatV 'in^iefii- 
eral, as diclaterf by wisdoVn, jii*- 
titie, and uiagri^niiKoiia mod^lf»- 
tion. 

Yet notwithstanding the treaty wf 
general pesice, ^*ar cnntuSneS to b'« 
carried ort iii Europe, in ACrici, and 
America. The Crown Prince trf 
Sweden, in a state of discontent -and 
diisa'tisfactiorf s't the disappoinitnent 
he bds n»?t Wlih id thei coiidifiijiiaS of 
ftis bargain, declares td bii) "soldfeits, 
that ilttf^ fHuit . rio'( e'xjpecl pJiice'tlll 
th6' trfeaties reilpetMrnig Nor'vvky are 
fidfllltd; or, in dftfer wordS, till 
N6r\*a;^ k tubjiigated by ^Wfe'den. 
While flirt the Offer tJaotf, tUyrf' is 
dmy' otiie f bice ai^bng the^, litomw 
winders, naniely, to j)rfeser%,e Uidr 
i|iti6rtal bbnbui' ; Siid prinee' Cjirts* 
tian defected the irotfertiga of' this 
brave peoptfe/ rfbatidbfred bjf ifieir 
rialUfal prOtSetOr. Vfi'll'iib ni'eijta- 
tiorf be otleretf, alid vHif tbe drieJfof 
tire l^forwfegiatf ttiOihefs and cMl- 
dfeti b^ bSard nrthegded atW«hIt' tl*^ 
feasts given by thd faf t\iU4ii4 of 
Lt>nd(A! torlhepot^dtstteS tif ;gffl?<>j^ r 
If an >ltefnaiiv6 vH*re foa»A W 
^dadaloiypd, mi^ht not'^n tniM'Mn'ity' 
tetVfe also beVn ijr'opttseit ftfr'Niw-- 
w'ay ?■" Aid iVi itL addi'esiiesfi'o J^^ix- 
itndifr, " tbe bringer ' of , bl^^lfes* 
to ibfe WorM, liaigirt not as petlod'bti 
fp^tieA, feiirfes'ting hisniiercesslou 
iii' behalf of a country of wb^se rtiis- 
fortunes" be himst'Jf j^ay b» »a>iid to 
have in some degree been- tbe re- 
rnote cau^, by his »ppro})rraiioii of 

' I 'i'i ■ l > 'ir ' ,1 , I . I ,1 1 , ' ,1 r , ■ . I I ■■ 

tkA rie'-asumye their Spaitf aud ^«iici^ 
To ruje bfimi thane. 

I^solv^d to prove that France and Spain 
l£ive better'd tlieir adndicion, 

One bids the Stmti-trait thrive ag*Mi> 
And one the Inguiiititn I 
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Finland. It is confidenlly said, 
however, that 20,000 Russians are 
to embark at Cherbooro;h to assist 
Sweden i" the subjugation of Nor- 
way according to treaty, and that 
br^fe people will at length be com- 
nelled to submit to a force not to be 
resisted by their physical strength, 
or even their patriotic enthusiasm. 

America also is to be compelled 
to submission, and 30,000 men are 
now saittiig over the Atlantic, to en- 
force the iparitime rights of Bri- 
taiitj, to break l)ie union into pieces, 
aiio depose Mr. Madison, sending 
hjtn (terhaps to Bermudas, as Napo- 
leon has beep sent to Elba. Yet 
still the mediation of Russia may 
be actt-pted, and at the approaching 
copgrfbs the United States of Amer- 
ica nisjy prefer a just claim to be rc- 
prejentM ** *" independent sover- 
eij^tity'in' the arcotnplishnii^nt of a 
cpnerj^l p^ace. ^We peremptory re- 
fusal of- any mediation, on the part 
of Great-Britain, a& if it. was still 
a pnere 'domestic dispute betv^een 
i6.e mother country and her diso« 
b'eJji^nt cotonfes, is a proceeding 
most >"Jurious,, to national indepen- 
rf^p^^, as'weli, as to the general po- 
litiieaf, usages 'of cicifized Europe. 
It foriQti |» sort of deadly duel be- 
tweep two nations, without the in- 
ferve.ntiqn of seconds, and makes 
i*ar niost s.aWuioary'fn'its m^ and 
otnect, as well is in the means em- 
{)ipye(l. "file invading expeditton 
is to'sajl direct for the Chesapeake, 
wh^e, Uhe British array in Canada 
is tp Qiove in the direction of the 
Su8queha,nnali, and both armies to 
meet . at Washington, Philadelphia, 
or Baltimore, carrying at the point 
of the bayonet, such'terms, as will 
leave America in a itidch worse situ- 
atiq^j M a naval and conintercial 
power, than she was at the com- 
mencement of the war. Such is 
said to be the plan of the British 
iiabiost, and warmly applauded by 



a British public, which seconded 
ministry in the contest carried on 
against American independence, 
and, foiled in that attempt, is eager 
to renew it, under the annual e^ 
penditure of 67 millions sterliag, 
and with the prospect of an aug. 
mentation in that expenditure by 
the necessarv efKjcts of a war witii 
a kindred people, allied to us in Iar\- 
g,uage, in manners, in constitution, 
in interest, and in natural affection. 
Spain reverts to nationality, and 
the natural love of independence. 
It. is this hotie^ and honourable feel- 
ing, which makes the people of 
Spain at present rally round theif 
monarch, anxious to free their coun< 
try from the influence of either the 
one or the other of the bel- 
ligerent partie.s, on the arrival 
of peace. The country would be 
torn to pieces between the English 
and the French interests; and if the 
Cortes were, in reality, the mere 
protegees of the British party, the 
reason may be evident why they are 
gtbwn unpopular with a, nation, 
which properly wishes for se^gov- 
emment, as sh«{uld be the wish of 
every independent nation. Grati- 
tude it undoubtedly -owes, immurtat 
gratitude io the English armies, and 
their illustrious commander, but 
this gratitude is nut to absorb superior 
obl-igations to the self-dependence 
of Spain, and to the liberation of 
the monarchy under, a liberated mo- 
narch. VVe are slow to believe that 
io returning to her freedom of action 
as a nation, the peninsula will also 
revert to either civil or ecclesiasti- 
cal despotism. No. We hope with 
confidence, that this country also 
will partake in the general meliora- 
tion of Europe ; and that those 
high triumphant passions of our na- 
ture which always de.«i>;nated the in- 
dividual Spaniard, will in no long 
time accomplish the political re- 
demption of the nation by its own 
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eflTorts, and totally without the 
hazard of foreign assistance. 

On ibe 3d instant, the Lord Lieu- 
tenant and Privy Council issued a 
proclamation which declared the 
Catholic Board an unlawful assembly, 
and prohibited its meetini^in future. 
A proclarnati'jn itself is not law, but 
ought merely to be the exposition 
of the law, and that exposition, 
though subscribed by the first legal 
authorities, has been found, in one 
or two instances ol late, to be er- 
roneous. But submission is cerlaui- 
ly due, under the present circuiD- 
staiices, to the interpretation given 
of the law by the executivi; power, 
although in some degree it may 
seem, bv the very termj, self con- 
victed of blameable negligence in 
suffering such declared infrrngement 
of law, for soch a length of time, 
in the vain expectation, that an as- 
sembly, so deeply interested, would 
discontinue their meetings of their 
own accord, which it was well 
known they considered not only 
legal, but necessary to the exercise 
of the right of petitioning, the for- 
lorn hope of those that suffer. But 
it seems an unfortunate policy in 
goyernmenl to suffer popular inter- 
posilion to take deep hold in the af- 
fections, and even the habits of the 
Catholic community, and then sud 
denly to tear it up by the roots 
with a rude insensibility. 

At an aggregate meeting of the 
Catholicsof Ireland held on the llih 
insiant, it has been denied that the 
Catholic Board is an unlawful as- 
sembly, either within the provisions 
of the Convention Act or otherwise ; 
the acts of the Catholic Board have 
been vindicated as distinguished by 
diligence, talent, and fidelity ; the 
prohibition of its meetings is calcu- 
lated to obstruct, in various ways, the 
success of an application tq the le- 
gislature, and surrounding it viriih 



diflSculties which seem likely to ren- 
der the right apd act of petitioning, 
for a session, ineil'ectual, and, of 
conseqiience, nugatory ; yet tbejr 
are deieiinined to persevere in avail- 
ing themselves of all warrantable 
means in the pursuit of emaiicipa- 
tion, and to insure that inquiry aitci 
etfeciual discussion of their several 
petitions in the present session of 
Parliament, and they adjourn to the 
7th July for the purpose of petition- 
ing the legislature, that thp Catholic* 
of Ireland may, during any farther 
continuance of the penal and dis- 
abling laws, obtain the benefit of 
th*t principle of the Constitution 
which gives to alieni, a jurt/ of one 
half foreigners, 

Huve the people of England tio 
sympathies,' save those of the Ho- 
triach ? Even those mi«ht interest 
them for the unhappy Norwegians ; 
but are there no feelings of W better 
kind, which ought now xo operate 
both on their heads and (Marts in 
taking part with the people of Ire- 
land, their near neighbouri in situ- 
ation, tiieir brethren by law, their 
fellows in artns wba have so lately 
fought and bled at their side ? Whut 
bales full of petition against the 
Corn-bill! How few, for a more 
equal representation of the people ! 
Bread cum is more their cari$, than 
the life of the constitution. The 
Houses of Parliament succumbed in 
this instance to the People, and so 
they would do again, were fhe 
People properly zealous for the Re- 
form oi Parliament, but all th^ir cry 
IS, •' Give us our daily bread.'* Mi-. 
Cobbett, who is always in his proper 
place when hw addresses the com. 
nion sense of the People, bat (s a 
perftrci .lobsiin wheii lie speaks of 
works of genius or the uieritsf of 
Milton ami Stvikespeare (let hbi 
stick to his /a.v<, a sound and iier$ii:eabl9 
uad^rAaadfiijj,) iias piauiljr doiauq-. 
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strated the real causes of the suffer- 
ings of the People, in the tasts, the 
ctjrrtiiicy, and iht, interest which 
ma«t be paid on the national debt ; 
but when he goes farther,, apd not 
only traces the high price of bread 
to the enormous taxes, the taxes to 
tbe «rar, but the war itself to the 
want of a rkfouh iii Parliament, 
then he speaks to the deaf adder. 

Did he desire the ^^nglish people 
to petition for such a reform, or to 
petition in favour of their fellow- 
stibiects the people of Ireland, then 
he instantly would f)nd that they 
hare no symptoms of f(^eling, that 
is, no stomach, for snrh abstract and 
philosophical specataiions. The 
English as a public, a great body 
corporate, seem to ns to possess no 
mind, but only senses. Their man- 
ners are indeed rude, and republican 
enough. They shfi|(e old Blncher's 
hand, a!s if (hey m^ant to dfag it frotii 
tiie elbow, and yvoul^ dft the same 
with AleKinder, if they coald deyour 
liim as Conveniently; btit with res^ 
pect to that noble republicanism of 
sentiment, which feels its best bless- 
ing in the freedom and happiness of 
their fellow subjects, th^i expansion 
of heart wt|ich if it be unable to 
swell across the oceaii in respect- 
ful sympathy for' Ahnerica, might at 
least spread across a narrow channel 
to adrecate the liberties of their 
■united brethren in Ireland, Sen; their 
feeliiigs are frozen,'all popular inter- 
ference by petition is ridiculed as 
refined philosophy, and their phit> 
antbropy begins, and ends at Jtome. 
Cheap bread, fat bdcon, stiong beer, 
»nd a bloody boxing match form thc$ 
essentials of political ecortomy- in 
the opinion of an English public. 
Home Tooke says that breod mean$ 
eoru or grain; pounded or brayed, 
<tre isuppose in a hiortar, and that 
the lov^\% raised, " levened or lifted 
vp," aad thus are the people them* 



selves braced by taxes, yet sodden 
as d'lUtrh, and hardly to be expand- 
ed by the leven of liberty. 

The people of Ireland have indeed 
fresh rtason to couiptain of the self- 
ishness of Efritoas, and their insen- 
sibility to the treatment, the tanta- 
lising treatment given to these zeal- 
ous aspirants of equal liberty, the 
Irish Catholics. 'While the people 
of the empire at large are thus com- 
pelled into utuon, merely by the 
necessities pf war, and then instant- 
ly fair asunder vvb^n hlessei! peace 
arrives. Vt'hil*' religious differtiices 
operate t-fPtctually in spiiiting the 
public of these kingdoms into ad- 
verse political parties, the entunie* 
of reform _(ihat ultimate hope of the 
country) have their sanguine wishes 
most completely answeiedj public 
opinion will never be able to ap- 
proximate, will never consociate for 
one common purpose, and all hope 
of constitutional renovation by the 
united and irresistible in>pulse of the 
national will, most yield to the in- 
tipstine war of blind and dibcordaut 
factions, to the worst antipathies 
of miscalled society. One might 
imagine that patholic einancipation 
was protracted as a measure of slate, 
in order to del^y that unity of the 
•xhole empire, and assimilation ot 
all its parts,, which wt.uld give its 
dne weight and e^'ect to the demo- 
cracy of the conntiiution. In the 
late relief bill this foreboded eilect 
is endeavoured to be obviated by 
the indirect influence of the crown 
over the Catholic episcopacy, im- 
mediately, and, more remotely, over 
the whole priesthood. 

And ijevei", surely, was there a 
more calumnious insinuation levelled 
against a pure and pious order of 
men, than to suppose that, notwith- 
standing their oaths, their sacred 
functions, their devotion to their du- 
ties, and their whale pastoral ana 
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personal character, they shoald b? 
placed under tlie stigma of treason- 
ble suspicipo. unless the business 
of eternity, was pat under the man- 
agement of th^. qiinister.of the day ! 
Emancipation approaches. "Things 
cannot long remain as they are," to 
use the words of a provident states- 
man. Thiulting as we do, that dis- 
cussion is the very life and soul of 
this question, that to this alone, it 
is indebted for its growth and pre- 
sent oi^gnitude, and will be indebt- 
ed for its speedy consumination, de•^ 
siring that this topic should be al- 
ways present to the public eye, and 
always sounding in the public ear ; 
we should have been anxious for the 
usual discussion during the present 
session of Parliament, although un> 
certain as to its imn^ediate success ^ 
because many things are elicited 
from ail sides of the house, in the 
progress of such a debate, which 
never fail to clear up difficulties, to 
reconcile parti;(ans, and to acceler- 
ate the final and fortunate terminati- 
on of this grf at state measure. The 
emancipation party is now become 
a heterogeneous assemblage of Eng- 
lish Catholics and (risb opposition 
roemt)ers, and ministecijil triends, 
self-elected committees. Boards con- 
fidentially entrusted by the people, 
and now a cardinal legate from the 
Pope. All this has retarded the 
progress though it has increased the 
magnitude of the business. 

It is truly wonderful, with what 
ease and celerity, a treaty of peace 
is accomplished, after a most «on- 
guinary and long protracted war, 
in which peace has been, a thous- 
and times over, declared to be ut- 
terly impracticable, in such a mul- 
titude of counteracting interests. But 
this' is at once accomplished when 
the spirit of peace hovers over the 
council of sovereigns, and the dove 
perches upon the sceptre iostead of 



the eagle. And so it would be \n 
our mtestine troubles, by a sam- 
mary bill of repeal, and a short bill 
of enactment, a bill merely decla- 
ratory of the rights of all Britisb 
subjects, and a consequent complete 
incorporation in all the privileges 
of the empire, privileges which wast 
have been understood to have fol^ 
lowed close upon the union, or if oat 
10 understood, all the parties in that 
business, were either the most trea- 
cherous of men on the one hand, or 
the most deceived of men on the 
other. We wish to believe that 
there was less insincerity on the 
one side than we at Qrst imagined, 
and that there i»a strong desire oovr 
'to redeem the pledge of ibnow most 
indubitably given at that time to 
the Catholics of Ireland. 

We are well satisfied that ai» ami* 
cable conference betweea the 
friends of emancipation in both 
countries, but who difler as to the 
time and the mode, of relieff while 
they agree in the substance, would 
be a measure of great advantage te 
the common cause, and we lament 
exceedingly the shyness, reserve^ 
repuUion, and suspicious manner, 
which, eithei from personal habits, 
or falsely assumed conseqtience, 
have hitherto obstructed a frank 
and friendly commuuicaiion and 
mutual good utiderstanding upon a 
measure of such vital consequences 
to the peace and prosperity oif these 
countries. The pro!>pt^rity of these 
countries depends upon the person- 
al liberties of every individtukl con- 
tained in them. It is the possession 
of equal privileges, which inake» 
our country be felt Our own, and 
theretbre leads to. the, best ti^e of 
it. " Give a man" says Artbuif 
Young, " secure posseasioa of a 
bleak rock, and be will turn it 
into a garden. Give him a nine 
years leas» of a garden, and he 
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will convert it intb a desart." It is 
exactly the same with a country> 
and Ireland can be tranquillized on- 
ly by being assured of equal rights 
and privilef;es, and equal siake in 
the constitution, with th» rest of the 
empire, until political liberty rises 
to the same level in both islands, the 
want, of equiponderance will always 
create and continue inquietude and 
agitation. We must then repeat 
that peace and prosperity can only 
be realized (however they may be 
proclaimed) by the reformation of 
real abuses of the constitution, and 
by the formation of a system of ge- 
neral and impartial government, 
founded upon the principles of jus- 
tice and equality, extendin«^ in 
practice as well as profession, to ail 
parts of the British Empire, and to 
all departments of the state. 

We have more than once sugsfest- 
ed the expediency of a parlimentary 
commission, or what is to be per- 
haps preferred, a commission from 
the executive power to examine into 
the existing state of^things in Ire- 
land, and report thereon to the 
houses, or to the Prince R<;gent. 
Such reports from* parliamentary 
committees were frequent in the 
years before the late rebellion, and 
without derogating from the respect 
due to the Lord Lieutenant, a com- 
missiua of such men as Lord Er- 
skine, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Wilber- 
force, Mr. Whitbread, Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, Mr. Canning, with the I- 
rish secretary, might give such a 
statement of Irish affairs, the caus- 
es of oor internal discontt^nts, 
and the adequate remedies to be ap- 
plied, as would not only give the 
necessary information to Parliament, 
in their next session, bat accelerate 
their final determination. 



The present state of afTaira is 
far from aftbrdinj; cpnsolatoi'y pros- 
pects to the friends of libertv. 



This is the era of kings, while the 
interests of the people are com- 
pletely held in abeyance. France, 
Spain, and Holland, have received 
constitniions given by the rulers, 
while the people, the real le- 
gitimate conferrers of power, are 
forced to accept as a boon, what be- 
longs to them of right. In these 
new constitutions, the mode of e- 
lecting the nominal representatii*es 
is peculiarly unfavourable. Th« 
people have little influence, as the 
executive governnieDt possess a kind 
of previoos Veto on the nomidation. 
Bonaparte led the tvay in ihe newly 
revived fashion of rulers framing 
constitutions; and for this, and other 
acts of arbitrary power, be isjustly 
entitled to the esecrtitions of the con- 
sistent friends of liberty. He falls 
unpitied by them, notwithstanding 
that abetter order of things has 
not succeeded under the return of 
Louis XVIll. niiknataed the Pesir. 
ed, according to the laconic flattery 
of the French; nor under the 
management of the artful and pre 
/ligate 'iaileyrand, who, alter so 
long prolessing himself the advocate 
of liberty, transfers his subservien- 
cy utider the despotism of Boiia- 
parte, to that of his imlw^cile suc- 
cessor, the present feeble pageant 
of the day. Affairs in Spain do not 
wear a belter appearance, and the 
danger of Europe returning onder a 
stale of military despjotism is not al- 
together imaginary. The boasts 
ot Spanish patriotism, and the un- 
meaning encomiums lavished on the 
believed phantom of povver, who now 
for his treatment of the Cortes, 
roight be tnuch more appropriately 
styled Ferdinand the oNcRAtRFuL, 
were subjects of generous scorn 
to the reflecting, even at the full 
plenitude of the fashion, to praise 
the universal Spanish nation. Now 
the vice of bestowing flattery on 
unworthy objects, may be clearly 
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seen, and might afford a profitable 
lesson not to transfer the accents of 
uiKneaniug adulation to other ob- 
jects equally worthless, if the in- 
stability and unreflecting disposi- 
tiong of the people in ^pain, or 
among ourselves generally, left any 
room to hope that they would im- 
prore under the experience acquired 
from a knowledge of their former 
errors. 

Yet, notwithstatiding the strong 
tide which lias set in, both at home 
and abroad, against the cause uf 
liberty, a turn may suddenly come. 
and a ditif'erent motion may influ- 
ence the minds of .fnen. The gresat 
tvork of the progress of the human 
mind, anil of the consequent spread 
of the principles of freedom, com- 
menced under tayourable auspices. 
Many obstructions occurred from 
the ignorance, the previous deeply, 
rooted prejudices, and the passions 
of the chief aciori ; and at present, 
libeciy, and the principles of free- 
dom, are very much become the ob- 
jects of reproach, at which the ve- 
nal, the timid, and unreflecting 
point the finger of scorn. This re- 
trograde slate may not probably last 
long; at least let us cherish the' 
hope of the retiirn of the sun, after 
the dark clouds through which we 
have passed, and are now pass- 
ing. 

Freedom consists in the mind, and 
in a resolute maintenance of prin- 
ciples. If, therefore, an attempt 
should be made to complete the pre- 
sent state of retrogression, and ba- 
nish freedom from the world, let the 
advocates of liberality and ftee in- 
quiry present a bold front, and nut 
gutter themselves to be ttirowu down 
by the crowd. Independence of 
laind may be preserved as a sacred 
internal flame, and reserved for bet- 
ter times. Let the friends of liber- 
ty keep themselves ondebasert by 
the fear of encouutcrLag pers&cuiioit 



for daring to publish the truth, and 
uninlluenced by the prevalence of 
a base compliance with the general 
sentiment running in a wrong di- 
rection, so as not to desert the 
cause of justice, and meanly join in 
the interested cry against liber- 
ty- 

In England some gleams of old 
times occasionally appear in the pro- 
ceedings of public meetings. 
In forming arrangements for the do- 
cuments. It has been peculiarly the 
aim to select those of roost promi- 
nent interest, and which are favour- 
able to liberty. They seldom meet 
a place among the selections of our 
Irish press, and for that reason a 
place of refuge is given to them iu 
the pages of this work, in prefer.- 
ence to the less interesting details of 
warfare, or the dry routine of state 
papers. The address of Berkshire, 
and the, resolution's of the parish of 
St. Andrews, Holborn, placed at pages 
475. and 492, are of this character, 
although the latter presents some 
views not perfectly in accordance 
with our sentiments on the late coro 
bill. The resolutions, however^, 
have a smack of better times, anil 
point out the true causes of the 
dearness of the necessaries of life, 
which arise from the war, and the 
consequent and unavoidable taiia- 
tion hence resulting. Now when 
peace is made, it would be a mos« 
desirable circumstance to have ii\ 
the advanW^es resulting from it.* 
The visit of tJie Emperor of RMs/m 
and the King of Prussia to England. 
aili:cisthe inhabitanls of London al- 
most generally with an epidemic 
mania. The trappings of royalty 
produce a dazzling eflect, and have a 



• For some judicious observations ea 
the best means of turning peace to ad- 
vantage, see extracts from Henrr 
Brougham's letter, placed among the De- 
tached Anecdote* and OtMervation*. 
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tendency to produce a predbposition 
towards high prerogative principles, 
which, if not counteracied by pow- 
erful causes, may probably give a 
preponderance to sentiments unfa- 
vourable to freedom. The Pitiite 
sysieoi revives in all its glory, and 
receives atlditioigial splendour from 
adventitious circumstances not real- 
ly resulting from it< The inordinate 
ambition of Bonaparte raised an 
opposition which ended in bis over- 
throw. The pupils of Pitt assume 
a claim of merit to the maxims of 
their master, and the Earl of Liver* 
pool, at the anniversary dinner in 
honour of Pitt's birth day, brings 
forward the grand maxim uf the 
deceased statesman, that no expense 
»hould be spared to accomplish the 
ends of the war. These are high 
sounding words. The maxim has 
Entailed much misery on the Bri- 
tish isles, not only iu the mi3(:biefs 
of actual warfare, but in the heavy 
burdens which remain to warn us 
against the pernicious system he fol- 
lowed, and which now lor a season 
appears to gain an increase of fa- 
khion from a termination which by 
no means followed as the necess- 
ary result of the hartful course he 
fJarsued. Peace was no more the 
necessary consequence of the Pittite 
system, as pursued by the author, 
and adopted by his successors, than 
the abundant harvest of last year, 
which has given cheapness and plen 
ty, was the effect of their wisdom 
and foresight. They have thus ac- 
quired a character by chance, and 
their system, really improvident, in- 
judicious, and to a very consider- 
able degree destructive of the liber- 
ties and finances of the country, is 
in danger of becoming popular, and 
producing a very hurtful erroneotis 
direction of the public mknd. 

Lord Castlereagh fias obtained a 
tewporary and ftashy popularity, 
but Qot being fautided on substan- 



tial merit, it will probably not be 
lasting. The permission of the con- 
tinuance of the slave trade in the 
ceded islands,* which, under the 
circumstances of the case, is equiva,- 
lent to the revival of this wicked 
trade in all its horrors, for an unde- 
fined period, reflects disi>race or 
all the parties concerned in the ne- 
gotiations 5 on the wily Talleyrand, 
who required the freedom of France 
to do wrong, and on the smooth Ca«- 
tlereagh, who coolly, and with the 
frigidity of a calculating politician, 
resigned the claims of huntanity, and 
acquiesced in the wrongs of 'Africa. 
Statesmen are seldom warm in the 
cause of justice, and are easily warp- 
ed to the side of crooked policy^ 
when their own aelfisb interests are 
concerned. 

The conduct of the House of 
Commons oo the corn bill, disco- 
vers an obedience is that bouse, e<- 
ven constituted as it is, to the pubticf 
will, when it is fully exerted, ami 
proves how much good might he 
done, if the people were true to 
themselves. The reception of the 
Regent^eveuamid'the preset]! insane 
ferment of the king-ntania in Loo* 
don, discovers some discrimination. 
The papers speak of his being per- 
mitted to come in for a share uf liie 
general cheering, but other accounts 
represent that he receives' oviiay 
hisses from popular indignati<Ki by 
reason of his conduct tovvards hi"» 
wife. It is admitted that the ac- 
counts oiRcially published in the 
papers come from a court reporlir, 
from whom the etiquette of the pro- 
cessions of the court must be ex- 
clusively received. Thus the diiJer- 
ence between the o^Ticial informa- 
tion, and the real circumstances of 
the prince's reception may be ac- 



* For retolutiotu «n thii tubject, mc 
page 494. 



18 It.] Monthlij Retrospect of Politics. 



511 



counted for, biU not jii a niaimer \n 
slieiv the iiiipartialitv or \n(\tipe.ti- 
deuce of the daily newspaper 

p l{!SS. 

The state of puljlic fediiig Js of- 
fcn best iiiilicnied by Jijipareritly 
fi-ivial circiiiiisiancf's. In the late 
<iis|>liiv oi' ili'iiiiiiii;iti()ii? for ibe peace 
in London, little public spirit was 
displayi'd. Tlie mottoes were t;eri- 
erallv trite, ffnil more inrlic.ative of 
tame submis'-ion, iljan of high toned 
indrpenileiice,' or '.xalied sentiment. 
Cant held a conspicuous place. 
" The eve of Providence" was a 
frequent emblcni, bnt we are not 
toll) in what ni:)ni)er this prostituted 
fii^ure was (lp|ni;ti.-d. 

The Archbi.'iliop of Cant'-rbiiry 
iti a spciei h to tlh; society for pro- 
tnotinfr the systrni of editcation ac- 
cordiiiir to the church of JEngland, 
declares that iheir schools are open to 
all, but previniisly lo admission, tlie 
children must conlbrm to t^beir re- 
gulations, re(|uirtng the introduction 
of their catechism, ami common 
prayer book. This is ai curious 
mode of free admission. All of 
everv denonihiation may come, ac- 
cording to the Archbishop, but they 
rnust concede the points in difl'er- 
eiice before they can be admitted, 
on this ftSilnsiunary plan, to receive 
the benefits of education. 

The trading patriotism of Lord 
Coihratie, as the popular represen- 
tative of Westminster has been 
onmnskcd.- When nieti like him de- 
ceive t!ie confidence of the people, 
thev are de.seri'ing of additioival ex- 
posure. To protect the people a- 
naiust the iinposiiion of pseudo pa- 
triot.':, it bet'omcs a duty to .stamp 
.such practices with decided repro- 
bation. Lord Cochrane entered deep- 
ly into stockjobbing speculations, 
and has been conticted of 
a con'piraiy with hi.s uncle 
Cochrane Jolinstone, and Count de 
Berenirer, and olhtr.s, by personating 
the arrival of a messenger from 
France, on the 2 1st of February last, 
bearing the pretended news of the 
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deatli of Bonaparte, to raise the 
funds, to enable them to sell out 
the stork they heliJ at a gieai pro- 
fit. He lias been sentenced w> pav 
a fine oF .^.lOoO, to be imprisoned 
for twelve calendar months, and to 
be twice pillmied in that time. 
Many .stratagems were taken to 
preserve an apjiearance of his inno- 
cence, or rather to persuade the peo- 
ple lo beliet'e him nut gnillv The 
offence was tieated liL?,hr,ly, and cal- 
led fay the palliatintr nanre of a hoaTT, 
as if cheating were allowable in 
the gambling transactions of stock 
jobbing. This hoax however par- 
took of the nature of a crime simi- 
lar to uaiiig false dice, and was 
certainly an augravated form of 
a prevalent evil. (Johbett, in his 
Weekly ResJister, undertook the 
defence of Liird Cochrane, and large 
quantities of the number of his Re- 
gister containin;r the defenee were 
circulated, as so 'O lead to the 
suspicion, that the wirter had 
Fetit himself to the iroposiiioi), or as 
is most probably nearer to the truth, 
that he was the du[)e to the artifice 
of Lord Cochrane, who took this 
means of prepossessing the public 
with his defence. Lord Cochrane's 
manner of olearinsf himself botJi be- 
fore, and after the trial by e.-^culoa- 
tory affidavits, and by procurii;i» the 
oatJ)s ol .some of bis doijie.stic.i, in- 
stead of reiDOvinij bis guilt, oidv 
serves to confirm tiie opinion, that 
be ha.s added other criu>es more 
beinoiis to hi.s original one. Hii 
pat riot i.-i.'n does not appear to be of 
nioi'e sterling sluij" than his honestv. 
A popular cry aa-ainst the Ca- 
tholic Board is .still kept up '.vitli- 
out. nieaiiiiig. The cn/.s-sarit-s antf 
officious tools of govfrntiient pre- 
pared the way by the grand jqrv 
re-soluii'iii!,-. Attenjfils v, ere inadg 
to degrade the Hoard in ttie vifn; of 
the people, and then the proclania- 
tioti on the 3d in.st. forbiddinji their 
meetinjis, critically tn3.Ac its acpearj 
ance. They who are unaccustomed 
to surrender their judgment iiood- 
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winked to any authority, not even 
to that of popular opinion, though 
noisily, and yet with unreflecting 
indolence of thought exerted, see 
no }ust grounds for the outcry a- 
gaiiist this board. The patriotic 
and virtuous intentions and labours 
of many of its members (the ex- 
ertions of O'Connell stand conspicu- 
ously pre-eminent,) deserved a more 
grateful return from ihe people, 
than to join in a general condemna- 
tion, without exactly and critically 
examining into the truth of the 
charges » hich it became a fashion 
to exhibit against them. 

The Anti-Orange petitions from 
the north of Ireland have been pre- 
sented to the House of Commons 
by Sir Henry P fniell, whose speech 
tin tlie presenting of them on the 
6;h inst will be I'oun;! at page -tSS. 
In our last number, at page 432, will 
be found a Brief Statement of rea- 
sons, which were sent to many 
members of Parliament, who .were 
supposed to be friendly to the 
measure. Anoiher petition has 
since been presented by Sir 
John Newport ; who, in the course 
of his speech justly remarked, 
that " one great means of restoring 
peace to Ireland, would be by put- 
ting an cud to associations in com- 
memoration of victories long since 
past. It was fruitless to suppose, 
that if due means were not used to 
put an end to them, that the peace 
of Ireland would ever be restored. 
As the government had resolved to 
put down every improper assembly 
which had a tentJency to disturb 
the public peace, he called upon 
them for the enforcement of 'he ex- 
jstins; laws, particularly that of 
1810, to put doun all seciet asso- 
ciations, and to prohibit all proces- 
sions decorated with insignia on par- 
ticular days, which were galtling 
to one party in Ihe country " It is 
cause of regret that no procedure, is 
likely to be had on them in the 
present session, but the " cry- 
ing grievance," as Samuel Whit- 
b:ead called it, in a letter ackaow- 



ledging the receipt of a copy of 
the petition, is suQered to exist. In 
the mean time, every exertion 
should be used to resume the sub- 
ject in next session, when there may 
be more leisure, and less of that un- 
settled state, which has throughout 
characterized the present one ; for 
no temporary discouragements or 
difficulties ought to be permitted to 
prevent the taking up of the busi- 
ness, session after session, and even, 
if necessary, parliument after par- 
liament, till effectual redress shall 
be obtained, by stopping proces- 
sions which so long as they are con- 
tinued, must disturb the peace of 
the Country. 

Dreadful instances repeatedly oc- 
cur, which forcibly point out the 
dangers arising from the Orange 
system. The evils are still farther 
increased by so many of the Yeo- 
manry being Orangetnen, who, on 
every occasion, fly to arms, more 
for the purpose of overpowering 
the other party, than in the strictly 
necessary defence of themselves.'* 
However, on some late occasions, 
government has manifested a laud- 
able impartiality, which, if steadi- 
ly followed up, must be attended 
with important advantages. The 
commander of the corps of yeo- 
manry at Kilkeel has been removed 
from his command, and his com- 
mission of the peace taken from 
him. At Sbercock, in th« county 
of Cavan, a dreadful aflray tock 



* A respected correspondent of the 
writer's thus described an affray which 
occurred at the fair of Seaford, in ilie 
county of Down, on the 9th inst. " Every 
mischief seems to arise from a class pri- 
vileged, as they think, aline to bpar arms ; 
and upon every quarrel or affray, flying 
to those arms to annoy their adversaries ; 
thus, as far as 1 can understand, two fel- 
lows quarrelled, and one ran for his arms, 
and when brought, he was overpowered, 
bis arms! taken from him, and himself near- 
ly killed ; and this of courte was to be 
avenged by the whole corps to which he 
belonged. The yeomanry were then 
called out, and, they say, ill treated." 
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place, at a fair on the 30; h 
ult. Seven persons were killed 
and eleven wounded. The magis- 
trates, aided by a commissioner 
sent dovvtt from Dublin, have com- 
mjiied a lientenant of yeomanry, 
and 15 others, to prison, i'or trial 
at the ensuing assizes at Cavan. 

How far the 12th of next month 
will pass over without a renewal of 
these dreadful scenes, which never 
fail to occur on the irritating pro- 
ceedings of that anniversary, re- 
mains to be seen. The counsel of 
the friends of peace on that occasion 
to all who feel themselves anrgriev- 
ed, is " to hold to the la\>;'," to give 
no provocation, nor even to rt-pel 
to re e by force, but to keep ciilni and 
collected, and thns have a better 
case to make ont, either before a 
court of taw, or a parliamentary 
commission, which sooner or later, 
may be confidently expected ti» lake 
place, to ioQUire into the origin 
and Conduct of the Oranye system. 

The Irish secretary, R. Peele, has 
introduced a bill into parliament, for 
the preservation of the peace in Ire- 
land, by authorizing the Lord Lieu- 
tetiant, to appoint in disturbed dis- 
tricts ^ police officer, lb res'de as 
a magi8i|iit^ with a hou:>e and ade- 
quate, salary, and an additional 
number of constables under his coni- 
rnand. In his introdoctory speech, 
the secretary noticed the disiuriian- 
ccs in Leinsier, arising from (he 
Carders, &.C., and slightly g.anced 
at the aflkir at Shercock, but he did 
not ntakeany mention of the Orange 
oura^-es in the north, which are not 
Jess illegal, and not less destructive 
to the peace and welfare of the 
country. Equal justice certainly 
r^-qunes the wippression of the 
system of Oranfjeinen as of 
those of the Ribbonmen and Thrash^ 
BT* to whic,b, as tpeans,«}f d*'fence, 
iti gave rise. Without its sup- 
pression «ven>bande<i juMice will 
not &e 'exteijd««l to all ciatses of >lhe 
cetiimtinSeyj It Is gtefiugly partial 
16 Sngpresst one' S^ 6f HiAbrbers of 
the|)e»ceiai)({ leave apolber et^uaily 



obnoxioU'; to law, and orjually vio- 
lent in their proceedings,' to con- 
tinue their organized systein of Irri- 
tation and violence, under the cover 
o( a secret and illegal oath. 

Tncre is one straight forward 
plan to restore peace, by equally 
represstiig all rioters. This ne* bill 
will add 18 the patronage of gov- 
ernment, and in this view is of)- 
jectionable, but still the real grounds 
of objection do not lie so much a- 
gainst employing tnagisiratfts whose 
services are li> be paid, ^for voiun- 
tter in igistrates are not unfreqn*;nt- 
ly the tools of party but against 
a partiality in selecting the police 
niatiistrates, by which the system 
of lavouritisnt and piotec<ion to one 
party, may be still kept up, and 
farther iuc'rcased. Many 'atfempts 
are made to propagate a spirit of 
alarm, by insidious reports o'f pre- 
tendtd ri'sings itiventt-d by the 
crafty, and echoed by the freduloiis. 
of which the aiai is lo cause it lo be 
believed that Orangemen ., are' ne- 
cessary to preserve the (wace, while 
the case is directly the contrary. 
These alarmists and the patty iheV 
support, are the real disturbed;! 4ud 
agitators. 

An anniversary dirtner of the 
l,ivery of London, friends of Par- 
liamentary Reform, has been held 
ill Londiin. It is pleasing lo ob- 
serve ihai this highly important sub- 
ject, coniinnes to be brought fnio 
notice, and that WhiCbread, G'fattan, 
and iJrand, being prevented trom 
a.le<«.(ifig by a debate in the flouse, 
sent letters, assuring of theii', lUnal- 
teretj sentiments on Heforni. Henry 
Bruugtiam on his health beingdrank, 
made some very appropriate re-^ 
pjarKs 

After .allttdlng; to a imi^tafce of 
the v^ajigr, who, in announcitig the 
toast of "a full, fair and IreewJpre- 
st^niation of J.e people i« p^flla- 
meiil," bad omitted the wotifs " of 
the people," he observed that "not 
only he*«, bvit in another pi^tee, the 
ftitple w«re wholly left opt m 
the question of representation.'^ 
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"There was a full represent^iioD 
of the aristocracv, a fair represHnt- 
alion of the landed interest, and a 
free Tepresentatum of the court ; 
but the people were scarcely repre- 
sented Pit aij." In speaking of annu- 
al parliaments as one of the objects 
of the iiiei'tiiif!, he said " that there 
was a f^ot strongly In favour of 
them, which was, that in the last 
year of a session more good was 
done, and more opposition made to 
the co)Tup)ions of the courr, than 
in all the precedinsi m%. He liini- 
self was not conjurer 'enoqijh to 
account for t{iis ; but some pefsorjs 
of a suspicious cast of mind, bad , 
suggested that it was in conse- 
quence of what they had to expect 
at thjB end of the year, viz. their 
return to their cotistitnents. This 
he thought the best argument for 
shortening the duration of P<iriia- 
nieni." 

In the exercise of the legitimate 
right qfdiseussion inkerenLin a] free 
fress, some remarks mere made in a 
rioiet suhjoixedto the last Retrospect, 
/twhich ceiuurB masrtkro'wn, on the E- 
ditor of the Nemry Telegraph for hii 
conduci on the Qatholio question. 
He fuDrepUed at considerabh-length, '' 
and his remarks have drfttun forth a 
commanicfftitm in reply f r am one of 
our cdrfeapondenis in the present 
nwhtber. There is therefore the less 
necessity for tis to enlars;e on the 
present • occasion, foarther than •to ob- 
serve, ihai the' Telegraph, like many 
other of his conterHporaries, htts long 
manifested a strong leaning to the 
side of power, and to the modish ad- 
"Bocacy of slavish opinions. In the 
present instance, he has disingenuous- 
ly endeavoured to put dissentidn be- 
tween, the €atholic People and the 
GatkfiUa- Board. The concession sf 
a- veto I granted to commissioners ap- 
pointed by theking,' dr. the executive 
gimernmgnt, tuould, to treat [the. sub- 
ject politically, he destruetVoe to lib- 
erty, and on that ground was repro- 
bated in our last Retrospect, in re- 
fly to some remarks in the Telegraph. 



This Editor speaks of Ms friend 
conduct to the Belfast Mcigaziii^- 
If we ovici th him more than ive con- 
ceive we do for Id's friendly attention 
to our interests, it would be ha^e to 
compromise private favours at the 
public cost ; but he may be assured 
that the remarks in favour of the 
Magazine, for inserting which he 
claitrfs merit, were not written at the 
procuration, or with the knowledge 
of any one connected with the Pro- 
prietors of this vior/c. 

To avoid recurring again to the 
subject of ihe Telegraph,.ft mdif be 
as well briefly to reply in this place 
to some remarks by the liditor on the 
note attached to fhe Co^nmercidl Re- 
port in the last number. 

After the long essays vihich the 
Editor of the Telegraph hds written 
on th^ subject of bank notes, and af- 
ter nearly lioo columns, i^riiteri ." a-^ 
bout iV, apd ^bout it," tit answer to 
the last note of the Reporter, the 
Editor now alleges he never said 
there wasa "'depreciation',^'^ but hints- 
he mnif .i(ive a farther 'explanation 
of his meaning as to depreciation at 
his lelfiiire. This appears to partake 
very much of a quibble, and a trifl- 
ing on wmds, The Reporter now 
coitflhes iis ol>sendtipns m the origi-. 
nat matter of dispute, to 1^' proper 
place in the Commercial Ilejyirt', and 
leaves the: Editor to enjoy nu fancied 
triumph, as imaginary as hi$ humili- 
ty, for having defnolishecl'^ in some, 
•wordy paragraphs " the laboHred dr- 
guments. of 'ike Reporter ^'cliiritig the 
last six wars." The Reporter on his 
part is heartily tired of disi ussions 
conducted on one side in so egotistical 
q manner: "discussions' wfiich find 
no end, in xvanderins m'dms lost.' 

K. 



ACCOUNT or TBT. ESAMlN*TtON« M- 
rOREMTHE SUMM£K VACATIOJ* IN THt 
ACAOBMICjAlHiSTIT'TiaMU 

The JSeliast Academical Institution o- 
pefled i tf pch4oifi on |hf t fir^Mf ■ f ^b. )ast» 
with tbe ipost ptpmisipg, appearances. 
Tbe examioations wliich commMced on 
(he 20th inlt. md cotiiiitued itiroa^ the 
■week, have proved, that the appearances 
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■wete not delusive. The schooU presented 
an interesting coup d'aif, ardor, zeal and 
honorable emulation in the pupils answer' 
iag to zeal and ability in the masters. 

The boys were all assembleAin Common 
Hall, with their respective masters, when 
the Marquis of Donegall, the President of 
the Institution entered the Hall, followed 
by tl;e joint Boards of Managers and Vis- 
itors, and announced to ten of the boys 
that silver medals had been allotted to 
them, in testimony of their uniform good 
ctHiduct during the Session^ whose names 
are anneied, viz. 

George Benn, Francis M'GIean, 

John Dawson Hull, Gorman Greg, 
Edmond Proctor, James Lyne, 
John Edw. Ktdiey, William Drennan, 
John Moor, Wm. fas, M'Clean. 

When the time of estattiinations was 
announced, the immediate 'suggestion of 
common sense was, that' much allowance 
must be made for the"imperfect state of 
preparation of the pupils. The short 
soaceof time, which had elapsed froin the 
opeuing of the schools to the coihmence« 
nient of examinations, not four months, 
could 'scarcely suffice fpr more than an 
arrangemfent of the classes. The' pupils 
could not be brought as exhibiting the 
fruits of a course of education tii the In- 
stitiition. , There' bad tibt been sufficient 
time for entering fully on any course, nor 
fdr t'flp-'ciing a i^Hical 'VefoVm 6f bad ha- 
bits,N!f)Tof supptyiDg dfeflciencies 'in the 
pi'evioils iopf-se' of instrutrtiVni. S?HI un- 
der every disadvantage, the ' hand of the 
nJaster' was seen! In 'ti^e CU>?si,cSll School' 
thi'sbiden'ts of tjie firgher rarilis wereex- 
amiAT4"fe riomer and j3uclan, and in their 
an^^*f?r?fig"disp'iavcd 'a*'febnnd khowledg^e' 
of tfte'etaihlmafica! strucftli-eof the lan- 
giisge,-'"togiether with, 'what- is to6 rare, 
an acquaintartiie with' thSit- srtnlcture and- 
arrangement of syllable, which n>a!ce Ho- 
mer's verse such a striking saihple of hat- 
mofly in e^und. Ip the; Ji^itiii Classics 
atso the students exhibited a soundn^ess of 
knowledge in these particulars, which 
gives a high hope of fpture excellence ;' 
and aU prbved themse'lyes well veiled in 
the subsidiary branches of history;' both 
real aod-tnythologfcali In the inferior 
rf4«e8 the ' assiduity of the instructors 
proved i'tself martifettiy. The 'youthful 
pupils brought forward pn the occ,isipn, 
sKeWd a' '^oiistd'erah'le and highly credita- 
Islt Scqtialiitance witli'('ii4''|ir'incipjeso'f tlie 
Latiii grammar. In 'sh6ff,tfie display of 
proficiency 'in tUe pujifls,' WiiT tnost 
ereditsbW to the ma^'er", ah'd' Highly gra- 



tifying to the examihers, who wfere not 
backward in expn-essing their full satisfac* 
tion ; and from the whole we may be al- 
lowed to indulge what, we hope, will not 
be deemed a groundless expectation, that 
the Belfast Academical Institution will be a 
national benefit, answering the kind hopes 
of its friends, and justifying the. patron- 
age of the wise and liberal. 

In the Mathematical Classes. much pro- 
ficiency was displayed, notwithstanding 
the shortness of tlje time that has elapsed 
since their commencement. The pupils of 
each class were examined upon such a 
portion of Euclid's- Eiemehts • as they 
havibeen able to prepare svnoe their en- 
trance. on the study, and npt only dis- 
played an accurate and intimate acquain- 
tance with the several pi'opo«itions, but 
also with the objects and distinctions of 
Mathematics, with the nature and prin- 
ciples of ii;)athematical deitionstratioa, and 
with the practical results dsdui^ible front 
the several propositions which they \\%v« 
learned.. Much advancement has J>een 
made in Algebra, that great engine whicbi 
for power and utility^ fortas the boast of 
modern matbematicA, and which is so- fre- 
quently 'and so improperly -neglected in 
public semiiiaries. - The pupijs of the &i*t 
class solvad^witb accuracy anj despatch 
sex'eral queftioris prodUcin|r «mple and 
quttdratib equations, and also - showed 
themselves tt> be acquainted wkh th« ap- 
plication of Algebra to Gew^i^tpy. Those 
of the second class were examined so far 
as simple equations. 

• The proficiency ieviticed by the ee««rat 
Get^rapbical classes, was .very satis}>Ctp- 
ry. Besides being severally eonmined up- 
on the situation, bovadtriesf pop^iatiattf 
chtef.'cities, .commerce^ sta** [Of- cijril^a- 
tion and' Jeacnnig,. puilitical jqiporUDce^ 
curiosities, &c.>o{ 'a large ipoction of ^tbe 
earth) the Bjghei^ classes were circum- 
etanttally examined upon the figure and 
motioM of tlie earth, .wpontlje argjB;n«ntf 
that.'nrovS its rtetundity; aiiid n^oJi tlie 
pfooR and physical cause of its being a 
spheroid, and gave the most satisfactory 
answers. 

To give a minutft. a.ccount of the nu- 
merous Arithmetical classes, would exceed 
our ■ limits. Suffice' it to say, t£$t.|]iey 
wer^ e'^amined it) accounts not only 1^611 
respect to accuracy aiid despatch,' but also 
with respect to their knowledge of xhe 
principles upon which arlthltieticai cmetj;- 
tioiis'depi?ad, and in. both respect^ affiirjiv 
ed tlit most satisfactory c'vldinces^f pro- 
iciericy. They sKowtd', thal'even'fo Doys, 
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aflthmAtie nay be tanftht io a (cientiiic 
rraaAtr with moeh adranta^e, and that 
eieriwe itiay be afforded to th« judg- 
melit as well a» «o the fingers and the 
memory, consUtentiy with tlie qualifica- 
tJottS necessary for the couwioff house. 

The eiami«ation» in the English de- 
pattment, alrfaouj^h not intended as a 
complete specimen of the plan of edu- 
citioh proposed to be adopted by the 
English master, have been tuch as to pro- 
duce Batiefaction 

The lowest classes were questioned 
with as much car« as the highest, aod the 
rtSift peered tfcat the energies of the 
leather had been directed to every di»i. 
sicii of the school with the same anxiety 
and ifidiiscry. 

The English lltignzee claims the peeuli.' 
arhonoof'Of having thrown (he first cer- 
tain ligtrt apohfhat difficiilt branch of 
phlWogy, irhieh «onsiders what are cail- 
i& the indtciihable partfe of speech. Hav-' 
tog stHl within hs reach those languages 
phe Gothic ^atid the Anglo-Saion) which 
s6ntairt its mow important root^, it pro- 
■entt to the scholar a field of speculation 
not to be surpassed in coDsequmce and 
extent by that Whieh any other langu^ 
«an affbt-^.. tmfnresBed with this convic- 
ticM, the'Englisti master has extricated his 
adVai«Md pupils from the tramnieU of 
eerf^i coaWnon grammars; andj <mi Sa- 
nird;ty, (bose papils were submitted to a 
eritital ffiiihinatiton, condaeted before 
gentlemen Of high iiterary repaMtioa, 
when the voices, moods and tenses of the 
vri-tte, t<»getH««r #kh the derivation and 
hitt'ifasic intpitjJ* «f the eoiijuhctions, pre- 
pOsittti^ and advierbs, W^re explained 
■#!thpr(!tiston«»d diOTiBctness. 

Tiie sti-nctwe of our Heroic Verse, 
whiMi ■ is UbfivaMistt: for ihe variety and 
e«pr«ssioa ol it« «<imbeFS, Was also.dis^ 
cnssM «ott>«tati«factionof the exanuners. 



Having stated so m«di with rtspect to 
the department of Grammar, it wiil be 
necessary to revert to that of EI.>cution; 
which, upon the present occasion, has 
formed a prominent object. Almost eve- 
ry boy in the school presented a specimen 
of recitation : But the chief display of 
puerile talent took place on Friday, when 
a debate was ^>oken by thirteen young 
gentlemen of the first class, it is only 
necessary to say that the surprise and sa- 
tisfaction of the visitors was so great, as 
to render them unwilling to select any 
particular object for their approbation, to 
that the priemiums could not be decided 
withouta second trial, iwhicfa accordingly 
took place on Tuesday, ,io the presence ol 
the Marquis of Dpnegall, and nearly 
three iuii^dced nisitors. 

The success of this school has so far 
done-credit to the planners of tl»e Estab- 
lithmeut, who deserve the thanks of every 
admirer of his native tongue, inasmuch 
as that they have rescued 'be English from 
that state of undeserved deg-rad^tion and 
subserviency in which, with regard to 
the dead languages it has been heretofore 
placed : and when we consider that the 
whole schoel bad been conducted for the 
^eater part of the session by the princi- 
pal Assistant, without any other aid ; we 
must anticipate from the followingf course, 
a result that will he honourable ,fo the 
head master of this department, and grati- 
fying and profitable to the community. 

Afterthe distribution of the premiums, 
which the Marqtiis of DonegaU was phas- 
ed to announce to - the pupils, Mr. 
O'Beirne, eUssical master, made an. elo- 
quent and instructive address, pointing 
out the deserts, the duties and deficiencies 
of the scholars j and Dr. Drenpan, as 
senior visitor, ivith a short and affectipni' 
ate fare wel, closed tbe session.* 



CORRESPONDEJSCE ON SUBreCTS CONNECTED WITH THE RETROSPECT 

OF POLITICS. 



To the Fnfriefm of the Belfast Magtxine. 

-THE KEWK7 TELEGi^APH. 

"T^HIS is a jotirnal whose characteristic, 
I and whose fn^n/ seemed hitherto to be 
silence ; close and guarded silence, upon 
every quescioq of Irish interest, and abijve 
all upon the sulyect of religious liberty 
When sitcb. a iournal begins at length to 
say aometbiog on these questions, ene "»• 



torally feels curious to hear what, and 
bow the dumb will speak ! As for my- 
self, t have, I own, been watchful to re- 
mark the slow devilopmtnt, as Imay call it, 
of this Editer'l system on religious tdera- 

• A grant of .=6,1500 to the Belfast 
Academical Institution has been made 
during this sessipo oif Parliament, at the 
lecommendatJoo of the Irish Secretary, 
and Chancellor of the Excbe9uer. 



